
 
 
The Huntress: Sea is filled with personification. We could even say that the book is happily bursting with it (see 
what I did there??)  
 
If you’re not quite sure how my (extremely funny) joke used personification, then let’s start with a reminder of 
what personification is. 
 
Please copy out the definition of personification onto the lines below (there is something very powerful about 
re-writing something you’ve just learned… it helps it to stick in your brain for a bit longer!) 
 
Personification: Giving something non-human a human emotion, characteristic, or action.  
 

_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________ 
And now, let’s look at a few examples... 

 
 
When trying to decide if personification has been used, ask yourself, “Can this object really do this action, or is 
it an action that only a human could do?” 

 



 
For example, “Can the sun really smile?” The answer is no; it can’t. However, a human CAN smile, and so 
personification has been used. 
 
Again, can a kettle do anything ‘happily’? Does a kettle feel happiness or sadness? The answer is no. But, a 
human CAN.  
 
Now it’s your turn. Write three sentences that each use personification. Write one about the sun, one about a 
kettle, and one about a tree. Try to think of your own and don’t copy the examples above! 
 
Sun: 

_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________ 
Kettle: 

_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________ 
Tree: 

_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________ 
 
Mouse’s ship, the Huntress is often personified in the novel. We will examine a few examples below and, while 
we do, think about why Sarah Driver has chosen to do this. 
 

 
 

 



 
 
Now we need to think about why Sarah Driver has chosen to personify the ship.  
 
Below are two sentences. One is the quotation from page 88 and another is a slightly different version of the 
same line: 
 

1. “The Huntress leans sharply to the right and gives a low groan.” (Pg.88) 
2. The Huntress was knocked to the right and the boat’s wooden planks made a loud noise. 

 
What is the difference between these two sentences? 

_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________ 
 
Which sentence makes you feel more pity for the Huntress and why? (If you ‘pity’ someone, you feel sorry for 
them.) 

_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________ 
 
Personification is used for many different reasons, but is almost always designed to make the reader feel 
something. The personification might make us feel sympathetic, fearful, hopeful or anxious; depending on the 
plot, the author could make us feel all of these emotions at different times. 
 

 



Below is a selection of quotations, from The Huntress: Sea, that all contain personification. Your task is decide 
which emotion the reader is supposed to feel when they read the personification. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 



 
 

 
 
Your turn! This is your chance to produce your own piece of personification. This should be at least five 
sentences long. 
 
Firstly, decide which emotion you’d like your readers to feel. If you’d like them to feel very happy then your 
personification needs to make them feel relaxed and positive (the objects in your description will not be crying, 
shouting or kicking!) If you’d like to make your reader feel worried, then you’ll include some negative pieces of 
personification (perhaps your objects will be crying, shouting or kicking!) Look back at the examples from the 
novel for some inspiration. 
 

I would like my readers to feel __________________________. 
 
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________ 
 

 



 
Well done! You have completed an analysis of personification in The Huntress: Sea. The next time you find a 
piece of personification in your reading book, think about why the personification has been used and you will 
continue to develop your personification skills! 

 


